FROM FIELD TO FOREIGN OFFICE .
Lieutenant-Colonel Beck did not take too much time
to think it over, and he served for four years as Chef de
Cabinet to the Minister of War, who was Marshal
Pilsudski. Then came a still more dramatic move.
When Colonel Slawek resigned from the post of Premier
in August, 1930, President Moscicki suggested that
Marshal Pilsudski take his place. By this time the
Constitution had been amended in two fundamental
respects, (i) the President could dissolve Parliament,
(z) he could issue emergency decrees or administrative
ordinances subject to approval by Parliament after
the event. The connection between the President and
the Marshal had always been very close, and when the
President made this suggestion to him he now saw no
major difficulties in the way. Only he proposed that,
as an indispensable condition, he should co-opt Colonel
Beck as Minister without portfolio and Vice-Premier.
He asked whether the other Ministers had any objection
to this, but warned them that in any event none of them
would receive the post. Thus it happened that Colonel
Beck became acting Premier and co-ordinated all the
work of the various Ministries.
On November znd, 1932, the Colonel was nominated
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and has occupied this post
ever since. No one who has followed the course of
the narrative in this and the preceding chapters can
wonder that Pilsudski made this nomination. Indeed,
there were some who thought it a degradation from the
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